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EDITORIAL

New Literatures in English are more or less synonymous of post
colonial Literatures. These Literatures focus on colonial experience of the
people who suffered physically and psychologically under the British or
other European colonial powers in African countries, Australia, Canada,
Carribean countries, India, Malaysia, Malta, New Zealand, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, Singapore, South Pacific Island countries and Sri Lanka. Each of
these colonized countries had their culture, civilization, Indigenous art forms
and languages, the colonial powers not only ransacked their natural
resources but also wrecked their culture by imposing their language (English)
and systems for convenient form of Governance. It caused ‘hegemonic’
relations of the ruled and the ruler, and created the supremacy of the
language of the ruler over the native languages of the ruled, furthering the
process of alienation, marginalization and displacement. New Literatures
in English not only portray the cultural dimensions of such political
overtures but also expose how the domination of language and culture has
more devastating and far-reaching influences than the political one. The
works of Ngugi, Wole Soyinka, Derek Walcott, Patrick White, Margaret
Laurence, V. S. Naipaul, Bapsi Sidhwa and many others from the former
colonized countries make a plea for a world free from the biases of the
race, class and the supremacy of a language and put to record the wreck of
the psyche that a nation/community undergoes under a colonial rule.

Dialogue’s present issue has select papers on some of the luminaries
of New Literatures in English. Besides, Dr. Mirza’s article on Ahdaf Soueif’s
In The Eye of The Sun and Saikat Guha’s paper “Quest for Another “New
Literature : Poetic Contours of Northeast India” make a plea to broaden
the limits of New Literatures in English to include the wretched conditions
of the women and the people of frontier states, suggesting new forms of
colonization/domination in the present contexts.

The present issue has been dedicated to Gunter Grass, German
novelist and social critic who stood as champion of the freedom of speech
and believed that literature can be used as an instrument of social change.
We, as lovers of literature pay him glowing tributes.
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